Craster Local History Research Group
Report March 11th 2013

The group was established at the 2012 AGM to provide a forum for researching Craster's past and establish a structure giving accountability to the committee and membership of the CLHG for the work undertaken.

Objectives
To research, preserve and to publicise Craster’s historical heritage.
To provide a forum that supports this primary objective.

1. Membership

Membership of the group is informal and open to all. Members of the CLHG were offered an opportunity to become active participants of the group at the 2012 AGM. Unfortunately no one felt able at the time, neither has anyone come forward since, to volunteer to become active researchers. While this is disappointing, on the plus side when the group was proposed at that meeting there was positive and widespread support both for the objectives of the group and its establishment. In addition, there has been much support within the community offered by people  who have contributed material to the research in hand (see below).
2. Work in Progress
This part of the report will be structured in the context of the four projects that were discussed at the 2009 AGM, have been pursued over the last two or three years and which have been adopted by the research group.

Craster Archive
The objectives of this project are to:

1. Locate documents and photographs that inform Craster's history.
2. Preserve these items by taking digital copies or caring for any originals made available to us.
3. Make these items accessible by storing them in a managed archive.
Some twenty or so members of the local community have made photographs from family albums available for our research. These include:

Alan Robson, Ann Kelly, Avril Meakin, Billy Lumsden, Bridget Kohler, Diane Ridley, Doris Clarke, Douglas Hogg (Willy Archbold), Ella Gregory, Iris Springhall, Jack Browell (Eva Archbold), Joyce & Jimmy Shaw, Joan Angus, Margaret Watson, Michael Craster, Michael & Rosemary Gibbs, Scott Grey, Sibyl Dawson, Willy Mitford.
Some (very approximately) 500 images have been scanned and stored digitally. In all cases the originals were returned and permission was given verbally to the CLHG to use the images on its web site and in its research. Some of these images are already in place on the web site illustrating the war memorial and history walk pages. It is hoped to make more digital copies available to the County Archive at Woodhorn in the future.

A small number of documents have been entrusted to the History Group. HMRC made available a collection of papers found in the Craster coastguard garage. Discussions with HMRC have already taken to place to secure any further material that comes available when the Craster garage is cleared. Some material from the Methodist Chapel and some Methodist papers from Iris Springhall were also made available. All of this material has been forwarded to Woodhorn along with a series of digital images taken by Peter Howard of the Chapel at the time of its closure. All of this is now catalogued by the Archive and can be seen online at.
http://www.experiencewoodhorn.com/catalogue/?RefNo=&Date=&Format=&Repository=&PlaceKey=&Language=&search_term=craster+local+history+group&x=41&y=17
War Memorial Project

The work on the war memorial project was substantially in place when the exhibition about WW1 took place on Remembrance weekend in 2010. WW2 was substantially completed by the end of 2011. However, there are continuing lines of enquiry open and in some senses the research will never be finished.
A start has been made on using the extensive material to produce a paper copy of the research, with a view to making copies available in the village.

It is noted that Embleton has embarked on similar research to produce a booklet commemorating the war for the WW1 centenary in 2014. 

History Walk

Originally, the intention was to give an insight into the history of the village through its buildings, past and present, but this has been extended to include themes such as fishing, the kipper industry and quarrying. Much work has already been published on the web site across all headings, in particular about Captain Craster and the harbour.
A draft digital walk is available to download on the web site.
CLHG Web Site

The web site has been online since 2010 and is now quite substantial, containing more than 1,100 files and amounting to 138mb of data. It is updated regularly and publishes CLHG meetings as well as AGM agendas & minutes and CLHG accounts.
http://www.crasterhistory.org.uk/Index.htm
3. CLHRG Meetings
The inaugural meeting of the group was scheduled to take place on the first Monday in March at the Memorial Hall. Unfortunately the building work on the Hall was still in progress so this meeting did not take place. The next meeting is scheduled to take place on the first Monday in October.

Peter Howard

Secretary, CLHRG
